Sermon Outline

Session 3: A Call to Repentance
and Generosity
Text: Luke 3

Introduction
At this point in the story, years after his birth in Bethlehem, Jesus is waiting for the right time to begin his work. Enter
John the Baptist, the “voice calling out in the wilderness.” People begin to hear about this wildman and make their way to
the desert to see this spectacle and hear what he has to say.
John still has much to say to us today; he will do much to soften our hearts if we have ears to hear. Three points stand out
in John’s message:
1. His primary focus is a call to repentance.
2. John tells us to turn from greed toward a life of generosity.
3. John also leads us to live in opposition to the established religious, societal, and cultural norms.

1. John’s primary message is a call to repentance.

(Luke 3:1–6)

John invites people to be baptized as a sign of repentance.
Repentance is always tied to humility; it is a recognition that we have areas in our lives that need to change or improve.
Repentance reflects the desire of our hearts. Our hearts are the biggest stumbling block to seeing/hearing Jesus. This is why
John’s message prepares us for Jesus.
An attitude of repentance helps us see that the deserts, valleys, crooked paths, and other obstacles to justice and the coming
of the Kingdom are not “out there” in the world but rather inside our own souls (verses 5–6).
Consider this portion from the reading in Day Nineteen:
So far in the Exodus and Numbers narrative, we have encountered extreme examples of how hard our
hearts can become, lacking even an ounce of gratitude or memory. These passages can be dangerous
to the reader. If we do not read them with prayer and introspection, we can begin to feel like we’re
paying a visit to Death Row. If you are not careful, you leave thinking how bad those people are,
and in contrast we start to feel pretty good. If we read this story that way, our prayer at the end will
end up sounding like that of the Pharisee who “stands up and prays this prayer in honor of himself:
“God, how I thank You that I am not on the same level as other people—crooks, cheaters, the
sexually immoral—like this tax collector over here” (Luke 18:11). —The Voice New Testament
Before the world around us can change, the world inside of us needs to change.
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2. John tells us to turn from greed toward a life of
generosity. (Luke 3:7–14)
Repentance is more than just turning away from sin; it is about turning toward and running after Jesus. (“Produce fruit in
keeping with repentance,” verse 8).
When asked by the people what they should do, John replies that they should share their excess (verse 11).
He also talks about being content (verse 14). Being content or having a grateful heart is the first step of living a life of
generosity.
Gratitude can be defined as being happy about what you have and not angry about what you don’t have. It is when we
begin to see that all of life is a gift.
We already have more than we deserve.
Consider the prayer from the end of the reading in Day Ten:
God, I pray that you will give me eyes to see my abundant blessings. Forgive me for my selfishness
and slavery to my own cravings and lead me to see the ways that I can join in your restorative work
in this world. Please be with Mateus and the many children of Codó. God, though they are out of
my reach, nothing is beyond yours. Not their hunger, not my heart. Please take the extra money we
have chosen not to spend during this fast and use it for those who are truly hungry. Amen.
When we see that we already have been given an abundance, it helps us begin to share that abundance with others.
As we abstain and fast in this season, may we allow God to shift our perspective so that we truly see the
gifts and blessings he has given us and the opportunities we have to share them with others.
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3. John also leads us to live in opposition to the
established religious, societal, and cultural norms.
(Verses 1–3, 15–20)
The Jews needed to be ceremonially washed before engaging in certain practices and religious customs. They went to the
temple in Jerusalem for this.
By having people come out to the wilderness, John was calling people away from the established religious order (verses 2–3).
We also know that John was very peculiar, wearing camel hair and eating locusts and wild honey.
John was also willing to call out the ruler of his day, Herod the Tetrarch (verses 19–20). John was imprisoned for doing so.
John’s example of heeding God’s call will require us to make some hard choices and even lead us to uncharted and
uncomfortable territories.
In many ways, following in John’s footsteps is similar to the Exodus.
Consider this portion from the reading in Day Twelve:
We wonder what it would be like to make the trip with God’s children out into a wilderness where
there was nothing and learn to trust God to provide everything we need. We allow our emotional
health to rise and fall with the stock market. Are we capable of stepping out into the unknown?
That would require faith. Listen carefully: God is calling us to embrace a new way of life in a
new economy, a Kingdom economy. He will provide everything we need.
It would be nice if the journey of faith were a cakewalk. Truthfully it is more like an obstacle course or
walking the plank! Freedom, though, must be embraced like birth, in stages that bring simultaneous
fear and joy. Like the children of Israel who fled from Egypt, you have started the journey by
embracing this fast. But as these same children took flight, they also faced near certain death.
Our Western culture encourages us to collect more and more and to live a life of greed. What if we began to see that living
counterculturally was more about embracing generosity and rejecting greed rather than holding to certain moral or religious
principles?
In next week’s sermon we will explore the idea of living counterculturally more closely as we examine
how John the Baptist wrestled with his fate while he was in prison.
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